Grégorie Maret (Harmonica) and Edmar Castañeda (Harp) Collaborate on New
Album Harp Vs. Harp (ACT)
“There's no one else out there that comes close on the harmonica, and he rivals the
best on any instrument.” – Herbie Hancock, on Maret
“…an enormous talent with versatility and the enchanting charisma, who has taken his
harp out of the shadow…” – Paquito D’Rivera, on Castañeda

Watch the trailer here (4:13)

Two masters of their instruments, Switzerland-born harmonica player Grégorie Maret
and Colombian harpist Edmar Castañeda, are set to release the unprecedented
collaboration, Harp Vs. Harp (June 14, ACT).
“I was mesmerized by what Edmar did on the harp,” says Maret, who first performed
with Castañeda during Marcus Miller’s set at the Monte Carlo Jazz Festival.
“Musically, it felt fresh and beautiful, without the feel of novelty. We knew that we had
to do something together.”
Castañeda invited Maret to perform with his quartet in Bogotá, and the surrounding
mountains. Both Grégorie and Edmar were raised in the mountains, eventually
settling in New York City as teenagers, and the landscape immediately connected
them.
Over the course of the past decade, Grégorie Maret has emerged as a unique and
compelling new voice across a wide spectrum of the modern jazz world. And he has
redefined the role of the harmonica, finding fresh pathways through a remarkable
variety of styles. The extensive list of heavy- hitters who have enlisted him for their
own projects is unparalleled: Herbie Hancock, Pat Metheny, Cassandra Wilson, and
Marcus Miller, and he’s guested with Prince, Sting, Elton John, Jimmy Scott, Dianne
Reeves, Toots Thielemans, Richard Bona, Terri Lyne Carrington, Tito Puente, Kurt
Elling, Jeff “Tain” Watts, Charlie Hunter, Youssn’Dour, Me’Shell Ndegeocello, Pete
Seeger, David Sanborn and George Benson.
Mentored by the great Paquito D’Rivera, Castañeda is a virtuoso of the arpallanera,
and creates astonishing textural variety and rhythmic variety with with its 34 strings
and wide tonal range. He’s collaborated with John Scofield, Gonzalo Rubalcaba,
Marcus Miller and John Patitucci, Hamilton de Holanda, Ivan Lins, and at the Big Ears
Festival with Béla Fleck.

Harp Vs Harp features arrangements of traditional Brazilian songs, “Romance de
Barrio” (featuring vocalist Andrea Tierra), “Manha de Carnaval,” “Santa Morena”
(featuring Béla Fleck), and Maret’s composition, “Blueserinho.” The duo shares their
take on Charlie Haden’s “Our Spanish Love Song,” and Castañeda’s composition “No
Fear” is alongside Maret’s “Hope.”
Harp Vs. Harp (ACT) is available for preorder here, will be released worldwide on
June 14.

